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In addition to regular PA UC benefits - ½ of weekly salary up to 

$572/week (minimum $195/week) - federal CARES Act expanded 

UC in 3 Ways: 

● Pandemic Unemployment Assistance (PUA) - expanded 

UC to gig workers, Independent contractors; self-employed; 

persons without sufficient work history to qualify for regular UC 

 

● Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (FPUC) – 

added $600/week on top of regular UC benefits (expires 

7/31/020)  

 

● Pandemic Emergency UC (FPUC) - added 13 weeks of UC 

benefits when regular 26 exhausted. 39 total weeks of 

coverage. 

 
www.uc.pa.gov/Pages/covid19.aspx



• Check eligibility at www.uc.pa.gov - “Am I eligible” page 

 

• File online at www.uc.pa.gov - “File an Initial Claim” page 

 

• You can also file through PA Teleclaims System (888-255-4728) if 

you do not have computer access 

 

Gig workers, independent contractors and self-employed - who are not 

traditionally eligible - should NOT submit via regular UC system. The 

PUA has separate application process. 

 
See uc.pa.gov - Click Covid-19 and then “File for PUA”

http://www.uc.pa.gov/
http://www.uc.pa.gov/


• Diagnosed/experiencing Covid symptoms. 

• Caring for sick Household member diagnosed with Covid 

• Employer closes or suspends operations due to Covidd 

• Employer reduces your hours 

• Worker stays home to care for child when they are primary 

caregiver and school or daycare is closed due to Covid 

 

NOTES: 

• If unemployed due to Covid, benefits backdated to 1/27/020. 

• If already approved for UC Benefits, nothing to do. Benefits will 

be automatically updated. 

• Waiting week and work search/registration requirement 
suspended.



 

• 1099s 

•  Bank receipts showing deposits 

•  Billing notices provided to customers 

•  Recents advertisements for your services 

•  Business licenses, contracts, invoices 

 

NOTE:  

4/17/020 letter from DOL clarified that gig workers, self-

employed will be deemed “unemployed” under PUA when they 

lose a significant amount of work or business due to Covid.



FAMILIES FIRST CORONAVIRUS RESPONSE ACT (FFCRA): 

Requires employers with less than 500 employees to provide: (1) 

emergency paid sick leave; and (2) expanded paid family and 

medical leave. 

 

PAID SICK LEAVE: Up to 2 weeks (80 hrs or part-time employee’s 

2-week equivalent) at 100% of pay up to $511/day maximum if: 

 

• subject to quarantine order re Covid; 

• advised by health care provider to quarantine; or 

• experiencing Covid symptoms and seeking medical diagnosis 

⅔ pay up to $200/day maximum if caring for person in quarantine



PAID FAMILY LEAVE: Up to 12 weeks (or 10 

additional weeks if 2 weeks of sick leave taken) at ⅔ of 

regular rate of pay up to $200/day maximum if: 

• Employed at least 30 days prior to leave request; and 

• Caring for child whose school is closed or child care provider is 

not available due to Covid 

 

NOTES: 

• Gig workers, independent contractors and self-employed cannot 

receive above sick leave or family leave payments,  

• BUT, can receive reimbursement via payroll tax credits when 
self-employment taxes are filed with IRS.



Small businesses and nonprofits with employees may be eligible for a 

PPP loan equal to 2.5 times its monthly payroll. See the various 

eligibility requirements shown on the loan application at: 

https://www.sba.gov/sites/default/files/2020-04/PPP 

%20Borrower%20Application%20Form.pdf   

The Loan becomes a grant if the monies are used to pay the salaries 

of employees and things like rent, utilities, etc needed to keep the 

doors of business open. 

Congress just added money to the PPP program but it is likely that 
monies will be exhausted soon.
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